Prioritising family health needs: a time--space analysis of women's health-related behaviours.
Much has been made over the years of the view that health-related geographical research has failed fully to explore the complex and mutually reinforcing impact of social and spatial relations on individual health-related behaviours. At the same time, there is a growing awareness elsewhere in the social sciences and in health services research of the generally inadequate exploration of the role of place particularly at the scale of the local community--in the social construction of health, illness and health care use. This paper aims to contribute to the debate by offering a clear framework within which to analyse the impact of spatially configured social relations at the micro-level. In-depth interview evidence from Liverpool shows that, looking at the problem from the perspective of the opportunity-costs of time-space constraints, is a useful means to understand the distinct ways in which health services are used, when and why, across different social groups and geographical areas. Particular attention is drawn to the different thresholds for decision-making depending upon whose health-related needs are being negotiated within the family. The paper concludes with the latest policy developments in UK primary care which offer professionals the clear opportunity to develop much more sophisticated understandings of what constitutes locally-sensitive health service provision. The argument is that such developments must be based on a firm sense of how individual time-space circumstances interact with conditions in the local area if the best possible use of increasingly scarce and valuable resources is to be achieved--particularly in communities characterised by poverty and social exclusion such as those in Liverpool.